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NOVELTY OF THE THESIS IN ROMANIAN ORTHODOX FIELD

In Ph D thesis "Anthropology - the central theme of the Saint Paul Epistles " I tried a
presentation of human being which today is the most discussed subject of theologians,
philosophers and scientists. After successively the main discipline was metaphysics,
epistemology, sociology, psychology, philosophy, today anthropology shows high interest.
The man has been pointed to the contemporary consciousness as the most complex and
deepest element of reality accessible to us. We live in time when it manifests scientifically
intense concern for human being, physical constitution and spiritual structure, taking in
consideration all the aspects. Studying his anthropological conception Saint Paul can help us
to see the man at the real value.

The novelty of the thesis in Romanian theological space consists in two aspects: first,
that gathers and presents it in a logical manner anthropological elements used by the Apostle
Paul; second, in deepening these elements to perceive smoothness meaning and the actual
message that Saint Paul wants to send it to us, based on the study of deepening Pauline
epistles texts, the other books of Scripture texts, consulting dictionaries, encyclopedias and
specialized studies, especially on the writings of the Fathers . This approach was necessary
because the writings of Saint Paul put a handy amount of anthropological data with which you
can compose Pauline anthropology system, but do not offer the system itself, as Saint Paul did
not intend to write theological treatises, but through his letters occasionally wanted to create a
stream of new life. Saint Paul tells us that this life is the life in Christ ( &v Xp1616) )

“Your life is hid with Christ in God” ( Colossians 3, 3) .
Saint Paul tasted the benefits of this life before speaking about this with overwhelming
conviction that breathes from his every word.
The originality of the thesis consists in multidisciplinary approach which results from Pauline
anthropology, both biblically and patristic books, ethics, philosophical and and how can be
applied in our days.

Referring to the practical utility of the thesis, it must be said that Pauline anthropology
provides the norms of life to today’s Christians in more precise details. For this I tried to
express all the aspects in the most simple and logical form, in many cases interfering with
scriptural texts and explanations that are well known by a theologian. New world is not a
dream, draft on the horizon of utopian future, new world mean to leave in reality, a personal
reality, concrete. "Resurrection"”, "recreation" or "born again" are synonymous terms for the

same reality: Pauline resurrection of our being through participation in the life of Christ .



PhD THESIS CHAPTERS PRESENTATION

Thesis "Anthropology - central theme of the Epistles of Saint Paul" is divided into
seven chapters, each chapter being divided fairly thoroughly in several smaller subchapters. It
is used quite diverse bibliography containing 237 titles including editions of Holy Scripture in
Romanian, Greek, Latin, English and French, religious books, writings of the Fathers and
Ecclesiastical Writers, studies and articles. The thesis comprises of 643 footnotes.

The first chapter describes the history of the missionary activity of the Apostle Paul, and
includes the following subchapters: the historic context, religious context related to Rome
and Greece religion and as well Judaism. Then I presented the philosophies, the social, the
cultural context of life followed by the presentation of the Apostle Paul on his missionary
trips and the Pauline Letters. Studying these aspects we can see the fundament of Saint Paul
anthropology.

The second chapter presents the creation of man and alienation from God by sin and
has the following subchapters: The image of God as man's relationship with God, Man's
likeness to God, Man was created as being different from the angels and animals, Man's fall
into sin the consequences of sin. We can see the following aspects of the sin: origin,
universality and consequences of original sin: weakening image God, which means the
darkening of the mind, weakening the will and hardness of feeling, man being slave in sin and
passions and ending in death.

The third chapter is dedicated to the human being constitution and is split into two parts:
the spiritual side man and the physical side man. The spiritual side of the man has the
following components: Heart (n xapdia); Mind (o vovc); Conscince (1 cvveldnoic); Soul (1
yoyn); Spirit (t0 mveUpa). The physical side of the man has the following components: Body
(o o@pa) and Flesh (1 6pé).

The fourth chapter presents human restoration through Jesus Christ, according to
Pauline anthropological concept which states that the Son of God is the prototype image of
God in man, then the Deity and humanity of the Person of Jesus Christ — the base of man
restoration, Restoration of human nature through the Incarnation of the Son of God,
Destruction of sin through the sacrifice and death of Jesus Christ and Killing death by the
Resurrection of Christ.

Chapter five "Human being renewal by grace" indicates the fact that the fallen man can

acquire the state of grace which he had in creation through the sacraments:



e Baptism: Baptism is absolutely necessary for salvation, The Baptism Grace cleans the
original sin and all personal sins of the man, Through Baptism the man became member
of the Church's;

e Chrismation;

e The Eucharist: The Eucharist - the mystery of our union with Christ and ourselves
together; Institution of the Eucharist, Holy Eucharist - the body and blood of the Lord,
The Holy Eucharist - sacrifice the New Testament, Holy Eucharist proclaims the death of
Christ, The Holy Eucharist and the kingdom of God, The Eucharist - the gift from Jesus
Christ that transforms the lives of believers;

* Confession.

The sixth chapter presents practical aspects governing human life, starting with physical
life and we see the attitudes related to disease, suffering and death; than social life that
presents the teachings of the Apostle Paul regarding marriage and family, celibacy,
widowhood, leaders and work, concluding with the ecclesiastic life and the responsability to
perform the good deeds.

The seventh chapter is devoted to theological virtues from the sources of those virtues,
presenting then every virtue in part: faith, hope and love that hold a special place in Saint
Paul's Epistles.

The eighth chapter presents practical aspects presented by Saint Paul which are valid for
our times.

Conclusions present practical aspects of the human being and looks to the importance of

the man to the relationship with himself and others.



KEYWORDS

Heart (n xapowa) is one of the elements of the spiritual side of the man, the location
where man and God meet, the location of the will, feelings, emotions and contemplation.

Mind or contemplation (o voug) is the way used to perceive and know the will of God,
the way which help you to follow the God’s will and make possible the communication with
other human beings.

Conscience (1 cuvednolg) is the element of the spiritual side of the man which shows
the God’s will, judging everything what we are doing and thinking helping us to know
ourselves better and conduct us to the communion with God.

Soul (1) yvyy) is the element of the spiritual side received by creation as a gift from
God. The soul goes to God judgment and is responsible for all the acts from his life. The soul
is the reality which makes a human being to live.

Spirit (10 nvelpo) is the element of the spiritual side of the man, opposite to the body.
Through spirit the man realizes who really is being in the same time the result of the Holly
Spirit action in man.

Body (0 c@ua) is one component of the physical side of the man, the place and house
for soul, the earth existence base. Through body the man acts in this life and manifest his
moral conduct. The body exists beyond death because it has the possibility to become spiritual
body and will resurrect at the Universal Judgment.

Flash (1 cdpf) is the element of the physical side of the man and represents the
material which covers the bones. Flash express also the blood kinship and indicated the
earthly man in compared with spiritual man.

Baptism, Chrismation, Eucharist, Confession. Restoration of Christian man generates
a new communion of man with God, because it introduced a new way of living in the human
world in which Christ and Christian living in symbiosis. Man participates in this new
Christian life through faith and Baptism, which he incorporated into Christ and the Church,
and increases the Holy Spirit through Chrismation. This specific incorporation finds its
consummation in the Eucharist.

In Christ (€v Xpiot®). The phrase "in Christ" at Saint Paul expresses the idea of man’s
life communion relationship with Jesus Christ, which moves the life of the believer around
Crist and everything what is coming in the life of the man must come Him. To be "in Christ"
means to be in the most intimate communion with Christ, and manifests through Christian

virtues: faith, hope and love.
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